
The destruction of Jerusalem came 
through a Kamtza and a Bar Kamtza. 

A certain man had a friend Kamtza and 
an enemy Bar Kamtza. He once made a 
party and said to his servant, “Go and 
bring Kamtza”. The man went and 
brought Bar Kamtza. 

When the man who gave the party found 
him there he said, “See, you tell tales about 
me; what are you doing here? Get out.” 

Said the other, “Since I am here, let me stay, 
and I will pay you for whatever I eat and drink.”
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He said, “I won't.” “Then let me give you half the 
cost of the party.” “No,” said the other. “Then let 
me pay for the whole party.”  He said to him (amar lei), 
“No,” and he took him by the hand and put him out. 

Said the other, “Since the Rabbis were sitting there 
and did not stop him, this must mean (shma mina) that 
they agreed with him. I will go and inform against then, 
to the governor.” 

He went and said to the governor,  “The Jews are 
rebelling against you.” He said, “How can I tell?” 
He said to him, “Send them an offering 
and see whether they will offer it on the altar.” 
So he sent with him a fine calf (egla telta - see Tosafot). 

While on the way he made a blemish (moma) on its 
upper lip, or as some say on the white of its eye, in 
a place where the Jews count it a blemish but they 
do not. 

The Rabbis were inclined to offer it in order not to 
offend the governor. Said Rabbi Zecharia ben 
Abkulas to them, “People will say that blemished 
animals are offered on the altar.”  

They then proposed to kill Bar Kamtza so that he should 
not go and inform against them. However, Rabbi 
Zecharia ben Abkulas said to them, “Is one who makes a 
blemish on consecrated animals to be put to death?” 

Rabbi Yochanan thereupon remarked, “Through the 
scrupulousness (anvatnuto - see Rashi) of Rabbi Zecharia 
ben Abkulas, our House has been destroyed, our Temple 
burnt and we ourselves exiled from our land...”

The Emperor sent against them Governor Vespasian 
who came and besieged Jerusalem for three years. 
There were in it three men of great wealth, Nakdimion 
ben Gurion, Ben Kalba Savua and Ben Tzitzit Hakesat… 

One of these said to the people of Jerusalem, “I will 
keep them in wheat and barley.” A second said, “I will 
keep them in wine, oil and salt.” The third said, “I will
keep them in wood…” 

These men were in a position to keep the city for twenty-
one years. The zealots (biryonei - see Rashi) were then in 
the city. The Rabbis said to them, “Let us go out and make 
peace with the Romans.” They would not let them, but on 
the contrary said, “Let us go out and fight them.” The 
Rabbis said, “You will not succeed.” They then rose up and 
burnt the stores of wheat and barley so that a famine 
ensued…

Abba Sikra, the head of the zealots in Jerusalem was 
the son of the sister of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai. 
The latter sent to him saying, “Come to visit me in secret.
” When he came he said to him, “How long are you going 
to carry on in this way and kill all the people with 
starvation?” He replied, “What can I do? If I say a word to 
them, they will kill me.” 

He said, “Devise some plan for me to escape. Perhaps I 
shall be able to save a little.”
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Sicarii, 
from Latin, 

dagger (sica), 
meaning assasins 

or murderers.

Biryonei, 
from Hebrew,

meaning hotheaded
militants, a group of

Jewish fanatics


